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Iq was July of last year:that the Cambodian government Lnder
pressure from the U.S. offered to unconditionally meet With the?
Communists here to Lry to negotiafe an end to the fighting
that has ravaged this country for five vears. Since then, despite
attempts to make contact, nothing has been heard from the
Communisyé side, nothing but gnnfire. The killing and the
suffering drags on day after day. It is a strange war , the
government trying to hold on to what it has , not making any -
real efforts to advance . The Communists always probing) , staging
'tekrorist attacks ; but seemingly not having enough staying
power to win the big victories . The government now controls enly
" twenty, percent of this country , but it. has the cities and the
commercial centers where most of the people are . The Communists
have the country sides , the fragile economy of this little
country has been shattered . In a nation of seven million
pepple nearly two million are now said to be war refugeas. The
£lood of refugees to the .government controlled areas would '
ingicate that people prefer the government side , but it is
probably the lesser of two evils. The Communists are brutal,
. the government is corrupt. If American aid was withdrawn the

gvernment would probably have

80 surrender , those who favor

- continued U.S. aid say it woul®not be in the Anerican tradition
to allow that to happen. They say the situation here is far
different than it was in Vietnam . Here the government ig willing

to negotiate and share control with

the Communiszts if it can

just £ind some Communists to negotiate with, Government supperters
say that is a reasonable position , they say the 0.8. should help

th's country feed and defend itzelf while loo
compromise settlement.
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